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Confucius – The Analects – Maxim Group Questions 
pages 434 - 437 

Choose 2 of the maxims from Confucius’ Analects and answer the following questions for both maxims. 

 

Maxim # -  
 

1. What is the author’s point of view? (Based on the maxim, how does Confucius look at 

life?) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is an assumption that the author’s point of view is based on? (What does 

Confucius assume is true that might not be true?)   

 

 

 

 

 

3. Is the author’s assumption warranted? Explain your answer. (Do you think it is ok for 

Confucius to assume what he does?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the purpose or the message of the maxim? (What lesson does Confucuis want 

you to take away or to learn from the maxim?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What are 2 possible implications (1 positive and 1 negative) of the maxim? (What are 2 

things that might happen if you applied the maxim to your life?)  
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